
Universities must be able to debate sex versus gender identity
Universities are places where ideas are proposed and improved. It shouldn’t be so hard to discuss an issue with
far-reaching implications, say 20 academics
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Earlier this month, the philosopher Holly Lawford-Smith
lodged a formal complaint against the
(https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-
rankings/university-melbourne)University of Melbourne
(https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-
rankings/university-melbourne). She alleges breaches of
occupational health and safety obligations, bullying for her
gender critical political views and acting in ways that
undermine the university’s commitments to academic
freedom. Over the past two years, the university has
conducted a number of investigations following complaints
regarding Lawford-Smith’s teaching, research and public
activities, all of which have made �ndings in her favour.

There is currently an anonymous poster and sticker
campaign on campus, ongoing since 29 March, that derides Lawford-Smith, and those who take her feminism subject, as
“fascists”. It is reported that arrangements are being made to deploy security guards for the class.

As colleagues of Holly Lawford-Smith from Melbourne and/or Australian philosophy, we express our strong support for her
right to teach and research gender-critical views and to engage in related public commentary and activism without
interference or harassment.

Lawford-Smith’s position, as outlined in her recent book Gender-Critical Feminism
(https://global.oup.com/academic/product/gender-critical-feminism-9780198863885?cc=gb&lang=en&) (Oxford University
Press, 2022), is that gender is a set of hierarchical norms imposed on the basis of sex, and that sex itself is real and
unchangeable. In Lawford-Smith’s view, this makes sex politically important, and a valid basis for activism and for inclusion in
women-only spaces and opportunities.

This view is opposed by many trans-rights activists, who consider that it is gender identity – a person’s sense of themself as a
man, woman, both or neither – that is paramount.

Best deals ever at Temu
Temu

Close

By using the THE website you agree to our use of cookies as described in our cookie policy (/cookie-
policy). OK

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.timeshighereducation.com/blog/universities-must-be-able-debate-sex-versus-gender-identity&via=timeshighered&text=Universities%20must%20be%20able%20to%20debate%20sex%20versus%20gender%20identity
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.timeshighereducation.com/blog/universities-must-be-able-debate-sex-versus-gender-identity&p[title]=Universities%20must%20be%20able%20to%20debate%20sex%20versus%20gender%20identity
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https://www.timeshighereducation.com/blog/universities-must-be-able-debate-sex-versus-gender-identity&title=Universities%20must%20be%20able%20to%20debate%20sex%20versus%20gender%20identity
mailto:?subject=Check%20out%20Universities%20must%20be%20able%20to%20debate%20sex%20versus%20gender%20identity&body=%20View%20it%20here%20https://www.timeshighereducation.com/blog/universities-must-be-able-debate-sex-versus-gender-identity&url=https://www.timeshighereducation.com/blog/universities-must-be-able-debate-sex-versus-gender-identity&title=Universities%20must%20be%20able%20to%20debate%20sex%20versus%20gender%20identity
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/university-melbourne
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/university-melbourne
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/gender-critical-feminism-9780198863885?cc=gb&lang=en&
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C3scdFoJ2ZPK9D5O0vgSWu674DpPGkO5wuZHPtJIRqorWlIcXEAEgn9v4d2ClgICApAGgAaHAmPEoyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoEgQNP0NzzHfCDvm1I8vlAnYR0u5r2-mQxbhiqt4a_MWU4Bjl_-L6EGtoqnHmUO_LMtUSAvRL3obr1txX8Gboz47CPWiGDUBkTmH8FfFyQBb-YU_0re0f1QU6SNxBu-AcLEpAIEeTs74dhooaKSfiioHWYFxGD0tS3Fx12amofVA31bMkskWTdy3onw-EdwhDqGOdZlkYWmVuTkfuRaUcOMrwS1MzM4lJQ02cEOEOFduHof9iRceDwDKtY65Inztj22SsYEcfEm1vV09pLYLF6jN9h5COdiX-wI4ZrcRSABFiI51irvNsE8CYyFnNbG8hXFt50VQuQ9LgSgJorg5TIVbCy0IO1f1pQvdZ6Gk9HCsShXY_6pcM13Y9F4IFOMdmYwP7RTc7et1aEqgJtz3sL0oiyvBNdVCYSo_3X7XwpbJTxz7V2KQ-oiskxSmEvK_1m0mOXJFd24b5hlszaXZmvMpN5KbYOvtLUSnh4ciLj1xvAS0FE8HV__Ak4vv7l0tJVsr4ewASKpaW4uATgBAH6BQYIJRABGACQBgGgBi6AB57kuZ4EiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACAHSCBgIABACGB0yAQA6CJ_QgICAgAQQSL39wTqACgOQCwOYCwHICwGADAG4DAHYEwvQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSQwBygQiDBKmV3z6Tcx1Jmj4kix_2lc5UY5KjzGduHdLPSr5DRdqgu6z7b7uQEih6D5t8Qb6aebrIRRDQmBODTZemuLkYAQ&sig=AOD64_3x9p3Y2K1QSitG7VgBCginkfe5ow&client=ca-pub-9432725727521190&nb=19&adurl=https://www.temu.com/au/moon_subject/un3.html%3F_bg_fs%3D1%26subj%3Ddpa-un-dal%26_p_jump_id%3D644%26_x_vst_scene%3Dadg%26goods_id%3D601099513098626%26sku_id%3D17592194445705%26adg_ctx%3Da-a3a3e83b~c-30c488c5%26_x_ads_sub_channel%3Dfeed%26_p_rfs%3D1%26_x_ns_prz_type%3D-1%26locale_override%3D12~en~AUD%26_x_ns_sku_id%3D17592194445705%26_x_ads_channel%3Dgoogle%26_x_gmc_account%3D710696708%26_x_login_type%3DGoogle%26_x_bg_adid%3Dgd371940-4%26topic_classify%3D113%26_x_ads_account%3D2192628666%26_x_ads_set%3D20206814782%26_x_ads_id%3D152589390474%26_x_ads_creative_id%3D660084022547%26_x_ns_source%3Dd%26_x_ns_gclid%3DCjwKCAjwvdajBhBEEiwAeMh1Uz1Oxpgnx9LUcpKUo8YBZpolywCpqUQC-B-PJXPgW7QMtHBHu5--oxoCFEAQAvD_BwE%26_x_ns_placement%3Dwww.timeshighereducation.com%26_x_ns_match_type%3D%26_x_ns_ad_position%3D%26_x_ns_product_id%3D%26_x_ns_target%3D%26_x_ns_devicemodel%3D%26_x_ns_wbraid%3D%7Bwbraid%7D%26_x_ns_gbraid%3D%7Bgbraid%7D%26_x_ns_targetid%3D%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjwvdajBhBEEiwAeMh1Uz1Oxpgnx9LUcpKUo8YBZpolywCpqUQC-B-PJXPgW7QMtHBHu5--oxoCFEAQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C3scdFoJ2ZPK9D5O0vgSWu674DpPGkO5wuZHPtJIRqorWlIcXEAEgn9v4d2ClgICApAGgAaHAmPEoyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoEgQNP0NzzHfCDvm1I8vlAnYR0u5r2-mQxbhiqt4a_MWU4Bjl_-L6EGtoqnHmUO_LMtUSAvRL3obr1txX8Gboz47CPWiGDUBkTmH8FfFyQBb-YU_0re0f1QU6SNxBu-AcLEpAIEeTs74dhooaKSfiioHWYFxGD0tS3Fx12amofVA31bMkskWTdy3onw-EdwhDqGOdZlkYWmVuTkfuRaUcOMrwS1MzM4lJQ02cEOEOFduHof9iRceDwDKtY65Inztj22SsYEcfEm1vV09pLYLF6jN9h5COdiX-wI4ZrcRSABFiI51irvNsE8CYyFnNbG8hXFt50VQuQ9LgSgJorg5TIVbCy0IO1f1pQvdZ6Gk9HCsShXY_6pcM13Y9F4IFOMdmYwP7RTc7et1aEqgJtz3sL0oiyvBNdVCYSo_3X7XwpbJTxz7V2KQ-oiskxSmEvK_1m0mOXJFd24b5hlszaXZmvMpN5KbYOvtLUSnh4ciLj1xvAS0FE8HV__Ak4vv7l0tJVsr4ewASKpaW4uATgBAH6BQYIJRABGACQBgGgBi6AB57kuZ4EiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACAHSCBgIABACGB0yAQA6CJ_QgICAgAQQSL39wTqACgOQCwOYCwHICwGADAG4DAHYEwvQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSQwBygQiDBKmV3z6Tcx1Jmj4kix_2lc5UY5KjzGduHdLPSr5DRdqgu6z7b7uQEih6D5t8Qb6aebrIRRDQmBODTZemuLkYAQ&sig=AOD64_3x9p3Y2K1QSitG7VgBCginkfe5ow&client=ca-pub-9432725727521190&nb=9&adurl=https://www.temu.com/au/moon_subject/un3.html%3F_bg_fs%3D1%26subj%3Ddpa-un-dal%26_p_jump_id%3D644%26_x_vst_scene%3Dadg%26goods_id%3D601099513098626%26sku_id%3D17592194445705%26adg_ctx%3Da-a3a3e83b~c-30c488c5%26_x_ads_sub_channel%3Dfeed%26_p_rfs%3D1%26_x_ns_prz_type%3D-1%26locale_override%3D12~en~AUD%26_x_ns_sku_id%3D17592194445705%26_x_ads_channel%3Dgoogle%26_x_gmc_account%3D710696708%26_x_login_type%3DGoogle%26_x_bg_adid%3Dgd371940-4%26topic_classify%3D113%26_x_ads_account%3D2192628666%26_x_ads_set%3D20206814782%26_x_ads_id%3D152589390474%26_x_ads_creative_id%3D660084022547%26_x_ns_source%3Dd%26_x_ns_gclid%3DCjwKCAjwvdajBhBEEiwAeMh1Uz1Oxpgnx9LUcpKUo8YBZpolywCpqUQC-B-PJXPgW7QMtHBHu5--oxoCFEAQAvD_BwE%26_x_ns_placement%3Dwww.timeshighereducation.com%26_x_ns_match_type%3D%26_x_ns_ad_position%3D%26_x_ns_product_id%3D%26_x_ns_target%3D%26_x_ns_devicemodel%3D%26_x_ns_wbraid%3D%7Bwbraid%7D%26_x_ns_gbraid%3D%7Bgbraid%7D%26_x_ns_targetid%3D%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjwvdajBhBEEiwAeMh1Uz1Oxpgnx9LUcpKUo8YBZpolywCpqUQC-B-PJXPgW7QMtHBHu5--oxoCFEAQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CA8MyFoJ2ZPK9D5O0vgSWu674DpPGkO5wuZHPtJIRqorWlIcXEAEgn9v4d2ClgICApAGgAaHAmPEoyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoEgQNP0NzzHfCDvm1I8vlAnYR0u5r2-mQxbhiqt4a_MWU4Bjl_-L6EGtoqnHmUO_LMtUSAvRL3obr1txX8Gboz47CPWiGDUBkTmH8FfFyQBb-YU_0re0f1QU6SNxBu-AcLEpAIEeTs74dhooaKSfiioHWYFxGD0tS3Fx12amofVA31bMkskWTdy3onw-EdwhDqGOdZlkYWmVuTkfuRaUcOMrwS1MzM4lJQ02cEOEOFduHof9iRceDwDKtY65Inztj22SsYEcfEm1vV09pLYLF6jN9h5COdiX-wI4ZrcRSABFiI51irvNsE8CYyFnNbG8hXFt50VQuQ9LgSgJorg5TIVbCy0IO1f1pQvdZ6Gk9HCsShXY_6pcM13Y9F4IFOMdmYwP7RTc7et1aEqgJtz3sL0oiyvBNdVCYSo_3X7XwpbJTxz7V2KQ-oiskxSmEvK_1m0mOXJFd24b5hlszaXZmvMpN5KbYOvtLUSnh4ciLj1xvAS0FE8HV__Ak4vv7l0tJVsr4ewASKpaW4uATgBAH6BQYIJRABGAGQBgGgBi6AB57kuZ4EiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACALSCBgIABACGB0yAQA6CJ_QgICAgAQQSL39wTqACgOQCwOYCwHICwGADAG4DAHYEwvQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSQwBygQiDBKmV3z6Tcx1Jmj4kix_2lc5UY5KjzGduHdLPSr5DRdqgu6z7b7uQEih6D5t8Qb6aebrIRRDQmBODTZemuLkYAQ&sig=AOD64_1JxUml9_vX4xZyZqrbwg70y2_-aw&client=ca-pub-9432725727521190&nb=9&adurl=https://www.temu.com/au/moon_subject/un3.html%3F_bg_fs%3D1%26subj%3Ddpa-un-dal%26_p_jump_id%3D644%26_x_vst_scene%3Dadg%26goods_id%3D6017592186056885%26sku_id%3D281474976774604%26adg_ctx%3Da-0fd04494~c-0345677c%26_x_ads_sub_channel%3Dfeed%26_p_rfs%3D1%26_x_ns_prz_type%3D-1%26locale_override%3D12~en~AUD%26_x_ns_sku_id%3D281474976774604%26_x_ads_channel%3Dgoogle%26_x_gmc_account%3D710696708%26_x_login_type%3DGoogle%26_x_bg_adid%3Dgd371940-4%26topic_classify%3D113%26_x_ads_account%3D2192628666%26_x_ads_set%3D20206814782%26_x_ads_id%3D152589390474%26_x_ads_creative_id%3D660084022547%26_x_ns_source%3Dd%26_x_ns_gclid%3DCjwKCAjwvdajBhBEEiwAeMh1U5wk9HAkWOchieq-jr9fGa-SgZpw5ZkFfe3PeiErLvdLL6GL0bhV1hoCBZQQAvD_BwE%26_x_ns_placement%3Dwww.timeshighereducation.com%26_x_ns_match_type%3D%26_x_ns_ad_position%3D%26_x_ns_product_id%3D%26_x_ns_target%3D%26_x_ns_devicemodel%3D%26_x_ns_wbraid%3D%7Bwbraid%7D%26_x_ns_gbraid%3D%7Bgbraid%7D%26_x_ns_targetid%3D%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjwvdajBhBEEiwAeMh1U5wk9HAkWOchieq-jr9fGa-SgZpw5ZkFfe3PeiErLvdLL6GL0bhV1hoCBZQQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CGudwFoJ2ZPK9D5O0vgSWu674DpPGkO5wuZHPtJIRqorWlIcXEAEgn9v4d2ClgICApAGgAaHAmPEoyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoEgQNP0NzzHfCDvm1I8vlAnYR0u5r2-mQxbhiqt4a_MWU4Bjl_-L6EGtoqnHmUO_LMtUSAvRL3obr1txX8Gboz47CPWiGDUBkTmH8FfFyQBb-YU_0re0f1QU6SNxBu-AcLEpAIEeTs74dhooaKSfiioHWYFxGD0tS3Fx12amofVA31bMkskWTdy3onw-EdwhDqGOdZlkYWmVuTkfuRaUcOMrwS1MzM4lJQ02cEOEOFduHof9iRceDwDKtY65Inztj22SsYEcfEm1vV09pLYLF6jN9h5COdiX-wI4ZrcRSABFiI51irvNsE8CYyFnNbG8hXFt50VQuQ9LgSgJorg5TIVbCy0IO1f1pQvdZ6Gk9HCsShXY_6pcM13Y9F4IFOMdmYwP7RTc7et1aEqgJtz3sL0oiyvBNdVCYSo_3X7XwpbJTxz7V2KQ-oiskxSmEvK_1m0mOXJFd24b5hlszaXZmvMpN5KbYOvtLUSnh4ciLj1xvAS0FE8HV__Ak4vv7l0tJVsr4ewASKpaW4uATgBAH6BQYIJRABGAKQBgGgBi6AB57kuZ4EiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACAPSCBgIABACGB0yAQA6CJ_QgICAgAQQSL39wTqACgOQCwOYCwHICwGADAG4DAHYEwvQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSQwBygQiDBKmV3z6Tcx1Jmj4kix_2lc5UY5KjzGduHdLPSr5DRdqgu6z7b7uQEih6D5t8Qb6aebrIRRDQmBODTZemuLkYAQ&sig=AOD64_0-Y8aibQSsilDG5e07i0krhPRrsw&client=ca-pub-9432725727521190&nb=9&adurl=https://www.temu.com/au/moon_subject/un3.html%3F_bg_fs%3D1%26subj%3Ddpa-un-dal%26_p_jump_id%3D644%26_x_vst_scene%3Dadg%26goods_id%3D601099512052943%26sku_id%3D17592188684166%26adg_ctx%3Da-65e051cd~c-cbea6929%26_x_ads_sub_channel%3Dfeed%26_p_rfs%3D1%26_x_ns_prz_type%3D-1%26locale_override%3D12~en~AUD%26_x_ns_sku_id%3D17592188684166%26_x_ads_channel%3Dgoogle%26_x_gmc_account%3D710696708%26_x_login_type%3DGoogle%26_x_bg_adid%3Dgd371940-4%26topic_classify%3D113%26_x_ads_account%3D2192628666%26_x_ads_set%3D20206814782%26_x_ads_id%3D152589390474%26_x_ads_creative_id%3D660084022547%26_x_ns_source%3Dd%26_x_ns_gclid%3DCjwKCAjwvdajBhBEEiwAeMh1Uy94yOSHbkLPITao2ZTVV8m_720n91f-YHtOyahbSrxWxAHPRA_5shoCtAcQAvD_BwE%26_x_ns_placement%3Dwww.timeshighereducation.com%26_x_ns_match_type%3D%26_x_ns_ad_position%3D%26_x_ns_product_id%3D%26_x_ns_target%3D%26_x_ns_devicemodel%3D%26_x_ns_wbraid%3D%7Bwbraid%7D%26_x_ns_gbraid%3D%7Bgbraid%7D%26_x_ns_targetid%3D%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjwvdajBhBEEiwAeMh1Uy94yOSHbkLPITao2ZTVV8m_720n91f-YHtOyahbSrxWxAHPRA_5shoCtAcQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CqfF1FoJ2ZPK9D5O0vgSWu674DpPGkO5wuZHPtJIRqorWlIcXEAEgn9v4d2ClgICApAGgAaHAmPEoyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoEgQNP0NzzHfCDvm1I8vlAnYR0u5r2-mQxbhiqt4a_MWU4Bjl_-L6EGtoqnHmUO_LMtUSAvRL3obr1txX8Gboz47CPWiGDUBkTmH8FfFyQBb-YU_0re0f1QU6SNxBu-AcLEpAIEeTs74dhooaKSfiioHWYFxGD0tS3Fx12amofVA31bMkskWTdy3onw-EdwhDqGOdZlkYWmVuTkfuRaUcOMrwS1MzM4lJQ02cEOEOFduHof9iRceDwDKtY65Inztj22SsYEcfEm1vV09pLYLF6jN9h5COdiX-wI4ZrcRSABFiI51irvNsE8CYyFnNbG8hXFt50VQuQ9LgSgJorg5TIVbCy0IO1f1pQvdZ6Gk9HCsShXY_6pcM13Y9F4IFOMdmYwP7RTc7et1aEqgJtz3sL0oiyvBNdVCYSo_3X7XwpbJTxz7V2KQ-oiskxSmEvK_1m0mOXJFd24b5hlszaXZmvMpN5KbYOvtLUSnh4ciLj1xvAS0FE8HV__Ak4vv7l0tJVsr4ewASKpaW4uATgBAH6BQYIJRABGAOQBgGgBi6AB57kuZ4EiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACATSCBgIABACGB0yAQA6CJ_QgICAgAQQSL39wTqACgOQCwOYCwHICwGADAG4DAHYEwvQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSQwBygQiDBKmV3z6Tcx1Jmj4kix_2lc5UY5KjzGduHdLPSr5DRdqgu6z7b7uQEih6D5t8Qb6aebrIRRDQmBODTZemuLkYAQ&sig=AOD64_3YJ1QgCI9I2aX-SBlJLChIF20-2w&client=ca-pub-9432725727521190&nb=9&adurl=https://www.temu.com/au/moon_subject/un3.html%3F_bg_fs%3D1%26subj%3Ddpa-un-dal%26_p_jump_id%3D644%26_x_vst_scene%3Dadg%26goods_id%3D6017592186084457%26sku_id%3D281474976927289%26adg_ctx%3Da-d1e040e8~c-d0138105%26_x_ads_sub_channel%3Dfeed%26_p_rfs%3D1%26_x_ns_prz_type%3D-1%26locale_override%3D12~en~AUD%26_x_ns_sku_id%3D281474976927289%26_x_ads_channel%3Dgoogle%26_x_gmc_account%3D710696708%26_x_login_type%3DGoogle%26_x_bg_adid%3Dgd371940-4%26topic_classify%3D113%26_x_ads_account%3D2192628666%26_x_ads_set%3D20206814782%26_x_ads_id%3D152589390474%26_x_ads_creative_id%3D660084022547%26_x_ns_source%3Dd%26_x_ns_gclid%3DCjwKCAjwvdajBhBEEiwAeMh1UyrJdo9U0Lj_dhfLMH1Hmcsa-Rfozn0jZMgyIFiDZDYxNDv0pzuVFhoC1xIQAvD_BwE%26_x_ns_placement%3Dwww.timeshighereducation.com%26_x_ns_match_type%3D%26_x_ns_ad_position%3D%26_x_ns_product_id%3D%26_x_ns_target%3D%26_x_ns_devicemodel%3D%26_x_ns_wbraid%3D%7Bwbraid%7D%26_x_ns_gbraid%3D%7Bgbraid%7D%26_x_ns_targetid%3D%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjwvdajBhBEEiwAeMh1UyrJdo9U0Lj_dhfLMH1Hmcsa-Rfozn0jZMgyIFiDZDYxNDv0pzuVFhoC1xIQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Ck1wGFoJ2ZPK9D5O0vgSWu674DpPGkO5wuZHPtJIRqorWlIcXEAEgn9v4d2ClgICApAGgAaHAmPEoyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoEgQNP0NzzHfCDvm1I8vlAnYR0u5r2-mQxbhiqt4a_MWU4Bjl_-L6EGtoqnHmUO_LMtUSAvRL3obr1txX8Gboz47CPWiGDUBkTmH8FfFyQBb-YU_0re0f1QU6SNxBu-AcLEpAIEeTs74dhooaKSfiioHWYFxGD0tS3Fx12amofVA31bMkskWTdy3onw-EdwhDqGOdZlkYWmVuTkfuRaUcOMrwS1MzM4lJQ02cEOEOFduHof9iRceDwDKtY65Inztj22SsYEcfEm1vV09pLYLF6jN9h5COdiX-wI4ZrcRSABFiI51irvNsE8CYyFnNbG8hXFt50VQuQ9LgSgJorg5TIVbCy0IO1f1pQvdZ6Gk9HCsShXY_6pcM13Y9F4IFOMdmYwP7RTc7et1aEqgJtz3sL0oiyvBNdVCYSo_3X7XwpbJTxz7V2KQ-oiskxSmEvK_1m0mOXJFd24b5hlszaXZmvMpN5KbYOvtLUSnh4ciLj1xvAS0FE8HV__Ak4vv7l0tJVsr4ewASKpaW4uATgBAH6BQYIJRABGASQBgGgBi6AB57kuZ4EiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACAXSCBgIABACGB0yAQA6CJ_QgICAgAQQSL39wTqACgOQCwOYCwHICwGADAG4DAHYEwvQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSQwBygQiDBKmV3z6Tcx1Jmj4kix_2lc5UY5KjzGduHdLPSr5DRdqgu6z7b7uQEih6D5t8Qb6aebrIRRDQmBODTZemuLkYAQ&sig=AOD64_21pMYkLD4WZAkZvGhmu5jrO4iatQ&client=ca-pub-9432725727521190&nb=9&adurl=https://www.temu.com/au/moon_subject/un3.html%3F_bg_fs%3D1%26subj%3Ddpa-un-dal%26_p_jump_id%3D644%26_x_vst_scene%3Dadg%26goods_id%3D601099513363365%26sku_id%3D17592195947980%26adg_ctx%3Da-99cf6079~c-f830f8e7%26_x_ads_sub_channel%3Dfeed%26_p_rfs%3D1%26_x_ns_prz_type%3D-1%26locale_override%3D12~en~AUD%26_x_ns_sku_id%3D17592195947980%26_x_ads_channel%3Dgoogle%26_x_gmc_account%3D710696708%26_x_login_type%3DGoogle%26_x_bg_adid%3Dgd371940-4%26topic_classify%3D113%26_x_ads_account%3D2192628666%26_x_ads_set%3D20206814782%26_x_ads_id%3D152589390474%26_x_ads_creative_id%3D660084022547%26_x_ns_source%3Dd%26_x_ns_gclid%3DCjwKCAjwvdajBhBEEiwAeMh1UyZTYsdZTiw7z_c2v0L5fHkQG3w56SDtDGkeAHif9ZAMvpQl71Uu8hoCeyMQAvD_BwE%26_x_ns_placement%3Dwww.timeshighereducation.com%26_x_ns_match_type%3D%26_x_ns_ad_position%3D%26_x_ns_product_id%3D%26_x_ns_target%3D%26_x_ns_devicemodel%3D%26_x_ns_wbraid%3D%7Bwbraid%7D%26_x_ns_gbraid%3D%7Bgbraid%7D%26_x_ns_targetid%3D%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjwvdajBhBEEiwAeMh1UyZTYsdZTiw7z_c2v0L5fHkQG3w56SDtDGkeAHif9ZAMvpQl71Uu8hoCeyMQAvD_BwE
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/cookie-policy


Our support for Lawford-Smith’s right to teach and research in this �eld is neither an endorsement nor a criticism of the
substance of her views. But, in relation to this issue, it seems clear that university leaders and academics need to do more to
foster climates of genuine academic freedom.
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Lawford-Smith is one of several academics globally who have faced censure, campaigns of harassment and deplatforming for
their gender-critical views. Likewise, the University of Melbourne (https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-
rankings/university-melbourne) is one of several universities globally that has had legal claims lodged against it by gender-
critical scholars, citing disadvantageous treatment for their academic and/or public commentary and political beliefs.

Given the importance of universities as places where ideas are proposed, debated and improved, it is concerning that it
should be so di�cult to discuss issues with such far-reaching social implications.

Here, drawing on suggestions from Ilana Redstone and John Villasenor’s Unassailable Ideas: How Unwritten Rules and Social
Media Shape Discourse in American Higher Education (https://academic.oup.com/book/42008) (OUP, 2020), we make some
proposals for ways forward.

Our starting point is that all sta� and students should feel welcome on campus and able to participate fully in university life.
This includes the freedom – and requires the courage – to propose, test and debate ideas, with all the intellectual, emotional
and personal growth that those experiences provide. We should be enabling our students to develop the capacity to disagree
well, both on campus and in their future lives.

When it comes to debates about sex versus gender identity, people in positions of authority must avoid con�ation of a rightly
non-negotiable commitment to LGBT inclusion with endorsement of the view that gender identity is more important than sex.
This con�ation lies behind claims that those who hold or express gender-critical views are de facto “transphobic” or make
campus unsafe for trans people.

University administrations should not tacitly endorse this con�ation in their policies, processes or communications – including
the handling of complaints and campaigns targeting those who express gender-critical views. There should be no disciplinary
consequences – or the threat of them – for comments that do not violate university policies or the law.

University leaders should also be careful to avoid promoting an institutional orthodoxy on this or other contested issues. A
crucial role of universities is to create conditions for rigorous, informed discussion of unorthodox ideas.

Part of achieving this goal is to avoid de facto restrictions on academic freedom and freedom of expression. As Redstone and
Villasenor point out, members of university communities notice when, in contrast to verbal endorsement of academic
freedom policies, those targeted by protests receive, at best, “tepid support” from administrators.
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More can also be done on campuses to normalise and facilitate engagement by sta� and students in productive, robust
discussions about this issue. Teaching sta� with strong views one way or another can nonetheless acknowledge that there are
multiple perspectives on these complex issues.

Providing resources for sta� to teach controversial topics both signals that such teaching is valued and provides useful
guidance for doing so e�ectively. Students, in turn, can be provided with cognitive and emotional resources that will help
them handle such discussions in the short term and stand them in good stead in the long term.

Student-facing events that include multiple views on gender and sex would not only model constructive disagreement but also
help to counter false claims that gender-critical feminist views are fuelled by transphobia.

Perhaps simplest of all, colleagues, students and activists can reach out across ideological divides to start conversations and
humanise each other.
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